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HUNTEDS SCORVING COQTS e
IN ERROR, SURVEZY S707'S .

Re Reduced in Mumbers by
Legitimate Means

Complaints froxw rice Zrowers in Testern States that
American coots have become so abundant as to prove seriously destructive to the
rice cro» in some sections, and from sportsmen that these birds compete with
wild duciks for food in some localitios, have led the Bureau of Biological Survey
of the U. S. Department of Agriculture to issue the following statement rogsrde
ing the coot, which is a game bird protected under the iligratory 2ird Treaty Act,
administered by the bureau.

"The grievances of rice growers against the common fresh-water coot have
resulted in requests to the Department of Agriculture for permission to use ex—
traordinary measures to reduce the numbers of the bird., Shooting out of season, .
removing protection antirely, and wholesale destroylng oy varicus metaeds, in-
cluding poisoning, hive been suggested. It mmst not be forgotten, howevar, that
the coot is a game bird protected by the Migratory 3ird Treaty and that it can be
legitimately reduced in numbers during opsn seasons nmerely through shooting by
hunters.

T avoid hunting the coot on the supvwosition that it is not zood to cat
is unjustifiable; coots skinned and broiled are excellent eating (and skinning

them is not difficult), In many localities where wild ducks arc vlentiful and



are nuntod by stranzers, the lowly ¢sot is prized for heme conswmmtion., Vieiting
hunters with misteken ideas on the edivility of geme birds, and wanting only
canvas=~cks and the like, are prevented by their own prejudicaes from aven trying
toe cost. If sportsmen will talke the legal limit of coots a few timos in the
seascn, they will have gomething worth vhile from a gastronomic viewpsint, and
they will also aid in reducing to proper proporticns the numbers of tiis species,
thus tending to eliminate compnlaints of damage. The Federal open scasons on
coots conform with those on ducks, geese, and brant for the varisus parts of the
country; the oag limit is 23 a day,

"The coot has fallen heir to a number of derogatery nanmes, among walcnh
the term mudhen is supposed to indicnte the characteristic enviromment of the
bird, It is called blue peter on the Suuth Atlantic coast; crow duck in New
England; poule dleau, or puldsnc, in scetions wherce the population is larsgely of
French extraction; amd by about 3C othar lncal names, including rice hern, water
hen, oond hen, marsh hen, chicken vill, and white bill,

the

"Allegaticns that/bird is not a clean feeder and that its flesh tastes
like ths bottom of a mud hole are largely unfounded. The coot feeds more uven
the green foliage of aguatic plants than do any of the wild ducks, and it con-
sumes in addition such delicacies as the tubers of wild celery and sagc pondweed
and tae zrain of wild rice., Jt is in fact a cleaner feeder than mnny other birde

and marmels eaten oy mand !
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